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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including tine fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 16 
March 201 1 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

On pages 1 1-13 of the Applicant's Response, Applicants argue that Schlack fails 
to disclose a frequency of appearances wherein the frequency of appearances indicate 
a number of times each attribute-value appears in the acquired content-associated 
information for content of the viewing log during a selected period of time. 

In response to the Applicant's arguments, the Examiner will discuss with regard 
to the Mori reference. Mori discloses a program preselection apparatus for preselecting 
programs to record based on a history of programs viewed or preselected in the past for 
recording. The system searches an electronic program guide using the 
viewing/preselection history for programs to record. In addition, Mori discloses a genre 
selection rate chart that displays a plurality of genres ranked by the highest number 
viewed/preselected broadcasted in the past two weeks ([0190], [0193], [0196], [0234]- 
[0238], Fig. 27). For example, the genre "Variety Show" was viewed/preselected 20 
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times in the past two weeks. Therefore, Mori meets the claimed limitation of a frequency 
of appearances wherein the frequency of appearances indicate a number of times each 
attribute-value appears in the acquired content-associated information for content of the 
viewing log during a selected period of time. 

On page 12 of the Applicant's Response, Applicants further argue that the 
ranking includes attribute- values pertaining to a particular program as well as a 
particular performer (i.e. two different attributes). Applicants point to Figure 9 to illustrate 
various attribute-values ranked together. Figure 9 displays a chart that lists a number of 
performers and the number of times each performer appeared for a given time period. 
The Examiner is assuming the Applicant is interpreting the performers as being one 
attribute and the movies/television programs that they respectively appear in as other 
attribute. The Examiner notes that while Mori does not disclose performers, the 
reference does teach of television genres. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
recognize that the television genres correspond to television programs and therefore the 
system of Mori ranks both television programs and genres. 

On page 14 of the Applicant's Response, Applicants argue that Ellis does not 
teach aggregating a recording log together with the viewing log. 

The Examiner agrees that Ellis does not teach the aggregation of a viewing log 
and a recording log, however Herrington discloses a system with parental control 
features. The system includes a viewing log along with a log of purchase (Figs. 32A, 
34). Herrington further discloses that the system is capable of monitoring viewing 
activities, analyzing these activities, and displaying appropriate program listings 
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information for the user (Col. 8 lines 4-11). While Herrington discloses a system that can 
monitor and aggregate various logs related to viewer activity, Herrington fails to 
explicitly disclose a recording log. The Ellis reference was then relied upon to teach a 
recording log ([0148], Fig. 19). Thus, the combination of Herrington and Ellis meet the 
limitation of aggregating a recording log together with the viewing log. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 22, 26, 32, 36, 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Herrington et al. (US Pat. 6,922,843) in view of Mori et al. (US Pub. 
2004/0210932), Boyer et al. (US Pub. 2009/0077589), and In further view of 
Zimmerman (US Pub. 2002/0140728), herein referenced as Herrington, Mori, Boyer, 
and Zimmerman, respectively. 

Regarding claim 22, Herrington discloses "an information providing apparatus 
(Fig. 1 A, i.e. set-top box) for providing added-value information associated with content 
viewing selection, comprising: a viewing log information acquiring unit configured to 
acquire a viewing log, the viewing log including a log of a viewing of content and a log of 
a purchase of another content (Figs. 32A, 34, i.e. the system displays a viewing history 
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and a purchase log); a content-associated information acquiring unit configured to 
acquire content-associated information associated with each content based on the 
viewing log, the content-associated information including attribute- values for attributes 
of each content, each content having a plurality of attributes ..." (Col. 20 lines 25-35, 
Figs. 32A, 34, I.e. the system displays the date of when things were 
watched/purchased, the person watching, and how much purchases cost) 

Herrington fails to explicitly disclose that "each content having a plurality of 
attributes including at least a genre and a performer, an added-value information 
generating unit configured to (1) measure a frequency of appearances of the attribute- 
values of the plurality of attributes of each content, the attribute-values having multiple 
appearances in the content-associated information, the frequency of appearances 
indicating a number of times each attribute-value appears in the acquired content- 
associated Information for content of the viewing log during a selected period of time 
which Includes at least the viewing of the content and purchase of the another content, 
and (2) rank the attribute-values for each attribute by the frequency of appearances 
based on the viewing log, and to generate added-value information, including a list of a 
predetermined number of the attribute-values which are ranked highest In the frequency 
of appearances among the log of the viewing of content and the log of the purchase of 
another content; and a presentation-information transmitting unit configured to transmit 
the added-value information." 

Mori discloses "an added-value information generating unit configured to (1 ) 
measure a frequency of appearances of the attribute-values of the plurality of attributes 
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of each content, the attribute-values having multiple appearances in the content- 
associated information (i.e. multiple values for the number of programs viewed or 
preselected), the frequency of appearances indicating a number of times each attribute- 
value appears in the acquired content-associated information for content of the viewing 
log during a selected period of time (i.e. the genres were broadcasted in the past two 
weeks) which includes at least the viewing of the content and purchase of the another 
content, and (2) rank the attribute-values for each attribute by the frequency of 
appearances based on the viewing log, and to generate added-value information, 
including a list of a predetermined number of the attribute- values which are ranked 
highest in the frequency of appearances among the log of the viewing of content ..." 
([0234]-[0238], Fig. 27, i.e. Mori discloses a genre selection rate chart that displays a 
plurality of genres ranked by the genre with the highest number viewed/preselected 
broadcasted in the past two weeks) 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
technique of including a frequency of appearances of the attribute values for each 
content in the viewing log and also ranking attribute- values as taught by Mori, to 
improve the television monitoring system of Herrington for the predictable result of 
determining users favorite genre based on their program selections and programs 
viewed. 

The combination fails to disclose that "each content having a plurality of 
attributes including at least a genre and a performer." 
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Boyer teaches that it was known in the art for program listings to have a plurality 
of attributes including at least a genre and actors ([001 1]). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of including genre and 
actors for each program listing as taught by Boyer, to improve the television monitoring 
system of Herrington for the predictable result of providing the user with extra detailed 
information regarding the programs up front so that the user doesn't have to navigate 
through a variety of menus. 

The combination fails to explicitly disclose "a presentation-information 
transmitting unit configured to transmit a signal to present added-information to a user". 

Zimmerman discloses "a presentation-information transmitting unit configured to 
transmit a signal to present added-information to a user" ([0012], [0021], [0023], Figs. 1- 
3). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
technique of displaying added-information to a user as taught by Zimmerman, to 
improve the television monitoring system of Herrington for the predictable result of 
enabling the user to see their viewing preferences profile so that they can determine 
their favorite genres or programs. 

Regarding claim 26, Herrington fails to disclose that "said presentation- 
information transmitting unit is further configured to transmit an added-value information 
screen that displays the list of predetermined number of attribute values which are 
ranked highest in number of appearances." 

Mori discloses "an added-value information screen ... [with a] list of the 
predetermined number of attribute- values which are ranked highest in number of 
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appearances..." ([0234]-[0238], Fig. 27). Tlius, it would liave been obvious to one of 
ordinary sl<ill in the art to apply the technique of providing an added-value information 
screen that displays the list of predetermined number of attribute values which are 
ranked as taught by Mori, to improve the television monitoring system of Herrington for 
the predictable result of clearly sorting the attribute information and determining users 
favorite genre based on their program selections. 

The combination still fails to disclose that "said presentation-information 
transmitting unit is further configured to transmit an added-value information screen that 
displays the list of the predetermined number of attributes..." 

Zimmerman discloses that "said presentation-information transmitting unit is 
further configured to transmit an added-value information screen that displays the list of 
the predetermined number of attributes..." ([0012], [0021], [0023], Figs. 1-3). Thus, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of 
displaying added-information to a user as taught by Zimmerman, to improve the 
television monitoring system of Herrington for the predictable result of enabling the user 
to see their viewing preferences profile so that they can determine their favorite genres 
or programs. 

Regarding claims 32, 36, claims 32, 36 are interpreted and thus rejected for the 
reasons set forth above in the rejection of claims 22, 26, respectively. 

Regarding claim 43, claim 43 is interpreted and thus rejected for the reasons set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 22. 
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Claims 24-25, 27, 29, 31, 34-35, 37, 39, 41, 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Herrington in view of IVIori, Boyer, Zimmerman, and 
in further view of Ellis et al.(US Pub. 2004/0117831), herein referenced as Ellis. 

Regarding claim 24, Herrington discloses that "said content-associated 
information acquiring unit is configured to acquire the content-associated information by 
searching a content information database including attribute information of each content 
based on the viewing log to acquire the content-associated information" (Col. 20 lines 
25-35, Figs. 32A, 34, i.e. the navigator accesses viewing log and purchasing records 
and displays them to the user). 

Herring fails to explicitly disclose that "said presentation-information transmitting 
unit is configured to transmit the added-value information via said communication 
route". 

Zimmerman discloses that "said presentation-information transmitting unit is 
configured to transmit the added-value information via said communication route" 
([001 2], [0021 ], [0023], Figs. 1 -3, i.e. one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that 
the display of the user profile would be transmitted to the user via a television display or 
the like, which meets the limitation a "communication route"). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of displaying added- 
information to a user as taught by Zimmerman, to improve the television monitoring 
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system of Herrington for the predictable result of enabling the user to see their viewing 
preferences profile so that they can determine their favorite genres or programs. 

Herrington discloses a television monitoring system to monitor and record a 
user's EPG activity and viewing habits using a set-top box, which can include a DVR or 
PVR (Col. 8 lines 4-11). Herrington further teaches the display of a purchase and 
viewing log (Figs. 32A, 34), however the combination fails to explicitly disclose that "said 
viewing log information acquiring unit is further configured to acquire a recording log of 
a recorded content, via a communication route, from a recording device, and aggregate 
the acquired recording log into the viewing log including the log of a viewing of content 
and the log of a purchase of another content" 

Ellis teaches the technique of "acquir[ing] a recording log of a recorded content, 
via a communication route, from a recording device." ([0148], Figs, la, 19). Thus the 
combination of as disclosed above teaches the limitation of "aggregate the acquired 
recording log into the viewing log including the log of a viewing of content and the log of 
a purchase of another content." 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply 
the technique of acquiring a recording log via a communication route as taught by Ellis, 
to improve the television monitoring system of Herrington for the predictable result of 
enabling the user to see their past recording choices. 

Regarding claim 25, Herrington discloses that "said content-associated 
information acquiring unit is further configured to acquire content-associated information 
about each content based on the viewing log via a predetermined communication route" 
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(Col. 20 lines 25-35, Figs. 1 A, 32A, 34, i.e. one of ordinary skill in the art would 
recognize that the content information would be acquired the internal circuitry of the set- 
top box, which meets the limitation a "communication route") 

Herrington discloses a digital video recorder (Fig. 1 B) however fails to disclose 
that "said added-value information generating unit is further configured to generate the 
added-value information in said recording device." 

Mori discloses that "said added-value information generating unit is further 
configured to generate the added-value information in said recording device." ([0190], 
[0193], [0196], [0234]-[0238], Fig. 27). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of generating added value information in 
the recording device as taught by Mori, to improve the television monitoring system of 
Herrington for the predictable result of reducing processing complications at the content 
provider. 

Herrington fails to disclose that "said viewing log information acquiring unit is 
further configured to acquire a recording log of a recorded content from a recording 
device, aggregate the acquired recording log into the viewing log including the log of a 
viewing of content and the log of a purchase of another content, and store the viewing 
log in said recording device." 

Ellis teaches the technique of "acquir[ing] a recording log of a recorded content, 
via a communication route, from a recording device." ([0148], Figs, la, 19). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of 
acquiring a recording log via a communication route as taught by Ellis, to improve the 
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television monitoring system of Herrington for tfie predictable result of enabling the user 
to see their past recording choices. 

Herrington discloses a television monitoring system to monitor and record a 
user's EPG activity and viewing habits using a set-top box, which can include a DVR or 
PVR (Col. 8 lines 4-11). Herrington further teaches the display of a purchase and 
viewing log (Figs. 32A, 34). Thus the combination of as disclosed above teaches the 
limitation of "aggregate the acquired recording log into the viewing log including the log 
of a viewing of content and the log of a purchase of another content." 

Regarding claim 27, the combination fails to explicitly disclose "an input unit 
configured to accept an attribute selection through said added-value information screen; 
and a detail added-value information generating unit configured to search, in response 
to a selection of an attribute accepted by said input unit, for a content associated with 
the selected attribute the detail added-value information generating unit generating a list 
of content discovered by the search, wherein said presentation-information transmitting 
unit is configured to present said list of content discovered by the search." 

Ellis discloses "an input unit configured to accept an attribute selection through 
said added-value information screen; and a detail added-value information generating 
unit configured to search, in response to a selection of an attribute accepted by said 
input unit, for a content associated with the selected attribute the detail added-value 
information generating unit generating a list of content discovered by the search, 
wherein said presentation-information transmitting unit is configured to present said list 
of content discovered by the search." ([0113], [01 35] -[01 36], [0161], [0164]-[0165], Figs. 
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3, 12, 25, 31 , i.e. users are presented with a list of tliemes or genres. Users can select a 
theme or genre and be presented with program listings corresponding to the selected 
theme). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the 
technique of allowing a user to select an attribute and search and display a list of 
content associated with the selected attribute as taught by Ellis, to improve the 
television monitoring system of Herrington for the predictable result of allowing users to 
gather additional information, such as program listings, regarding specific genres 
without having to search through all the programs. 

Regarding claim 29, Herrington fails to disclose that "said list of content includes 
schedule information describing future content broadcast or distribution schedule for a 
content associated with the selected attribute and the schedule information includes a 
broadcast or distribution schedule time of each content in the list of content." 

Ellis discloses that "said list of content includes schedule information describing 
future content broadcast or distribution schedule for a content associated with the 
selected attribute and the schedule information includes a broadcast or distribution 
schedule time of each content in the list of content." ([01 1 3], [01 35]-[01 36], [01 61 ], 
[0164]-[0165], Figs. 3, 12, 25, 31). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to apply the technique of allowing a user to select an attribute and search 
and display a list of content associated with the selected attribute as taught by Ellis, to 
improve the television monitoring system of Herrington for the predictable result of 
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allowing users to gatlier additional information, such as program listings, regarding 
specific genres without having to search through all the programs. 

Regarding claim 31, Herrington fails to disclose that "said presentation- 
information transmitting unit is further configured to present said detail added-value 
information on a detail added-value information screen, and said input unit is configured 
to accept a selection of content from the list of content on the detail added-value 
information screen to trigger an operation to be performed on the selected content." 

Zimmerman discloses that "said presentation-information transmitting unit is 
further configured to present said detail added-value information on a detail added- 
value information screen." ([0012], [0021], [0023], Figs. 1-3). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of displaying added- 
information to a user as taught by Zimmerman, to improve the television monitoring 
system of Herrington for the predictable result of enabling the user to see their viewing 
preferences profile so that they can determine their favorite genres or programs. 

The combination still fails to explicitly disclose that "said input unit is configured 
to accept a selection of content from the list of content on the detail added-value 
information screen to trigger an operation to be performed on the selected content." 

Ellis discloses that "said input unit is configured to accept a selection of content 
from the list of content on the detail added-value information screen to trigger an 
operation to be performed on the selected content." ([0113], [0135]-[0136], [0164]- 
[0165], Figs. 3, 12, 25, 31). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to apply the technique of allowing a user to select an attribute and search and 
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display a list of content associated with the selected attribute as taught by Ellis, to 
improve the television monitoring system of Herrington for the predictable result of 
allowing users to gather additional information, such as program listings, regarding 
specific genres without having to search through all the programs. 

Regarding claims 34-35, 37, 39, 41, claims 34-35, 37, 39, 41 are interpreted and 
thus rejected for the reasons set forth above in the rejection of claims 24-25, 27, 29, and 
31 , respectively. 

Regarding claim 48, the Herrington fails to disclose "acquir[ing] a recording log 
of a recorded content, via a communication route, from a recording device, and 
aggregate the acquired recording log into the viewing log including the log of a viewing 
of content and the log of a purchase of another content; said detail added-value 
information generating unit is configured to search the viewing log for content 
associated with the selected attribute and generate the list of content including content 
logged in the viewing log; and said input unit is configured to accept a selection of 
content from the list of content to trigger an operation to be performed on the selected 
content, the operation being a reproduction operation when the selected content is a 
recorded content logged in the recording log." 

Ellis discloses that "acquir[ing] a recording log of a recorded content, via a 
communication route, from a recording device ...said detail added-value information 
generating unit is configured to search the viewing log for content associated with the 
selected attribute and generate the list of content including content logged in the 
viewing log; and said input unit is configured to accept a selection of content from the 
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list of content to trigger an operation to be performed on the selected content, the 
operation being a reproduction operation when the selected content is a recorded 
content logged in the recording log" ([0148], Figs, la, 19, i.e. users can select programs 
from the recorded programs list to begin playback of the selected program). 

Thus the combination of the combination as disclosed above teaches the 
limitation of "aggregate the acquired recording log into the viewing log including the log 
of a viewing of content and the log of a purchase of another content." 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply 
the technique of acquiring a recording log via a communication route and displaying a 
list of recorded content as taught by Ellis, to improve the television monitoring system of 
Herrington for the predictable result of enabling the user to see and playback their past 
recording choices. 

Regarding claim 49, claim 49 is interpreted and thus rejected for the reasons set 
forth above in the rejection of claim 48. 

Claims 28, 30, 38, 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Herrington in view of Mori, Boyer, Zimmerman, Ellis, and in further view of Potrebic 
et al. (US Pub. 2003/0212708), herein referenced as Potrebic. 

Regarding claim 28, Herrington generating a list content including content 
logged in the viewing log (Col. 20 lines 25-35, Figs. 32A, 34), however fails to explicitly 
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disclose tliat "said detail added-value information generating unit is configured to search 
the viewing log for content associated with the selected attribute ..." 

Ellis teaches the technique of selecting an attribute and "generat[ing] added- 
value information including a list of content associated with the selected attribute..." 
([0113], [0135]-[0136], [0164]-[0165], Figs. 3, 12, 25, 31). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of allowing a user to 
select an attribute and search and display a list of content associated with the selected 
attribute as taught by Ellis, to improve the television monitoring system of Herrington for 
the predictable result of allowing users to gather additional information, such as 
program listings, regarding specific genres without having to search through all the 
programs. 

The combination still fails to explicitly disclose that "said detail added-value 
information generating unit is configured to search the viewing log for a content 
associated with the ... attribute." 

Potrebic discloses "said detail added-value information generating unit is 
configured to search the viewing log for a content associated with the ... attribute." 
([0062], [0063], Fig. 7, i.e. Potrebic teaches the technique of searching a viewer's 
viewing history against a database of TV programs). Thus, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of searching the users viewing 
log to inform them of shows of related to what they watched that might be of interest as 
taught by Potrebic, to improve the television monitoring system of Herrington for the 
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predictable result of reminding the user that a show of interest will be broadcast 
sometime in the future so that they do not miss it. 

Regarding claim 30, Herrington fails to disclose that "said presentation- 
information transmitting unit is further configured to present said detail added-value 
information on a detail added-value information screen, and said input unit is configured 
to accept a selection of content from the list of content on the detail added-value 
information screen to trigger an operation to be performed on the selected content." 

Zimmerman discloses that "said presentation-information transmitting unit is 
further configured to present said detail added-value information on a detail added- 
value information screen." ([0012], [0021], [0023], Figs. 1-3). Thus, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the technique of displaying added- 
information to a user as taught by Zimmerman, to improve the television monitoring 
system of Herrington for the predictable result of enabling the user to see their viewing 
preferences profile so that they can determine their favorite genres or programs. 

The combination still fails to disclose that "said input unit is configured to accept 
a selection of content from the list of content on the detail added-value information 
screen to trigger an operation to be performed on the selected content." 

Ellis discloses that "said input unit is configured to accept a selection of content 
from the list of content on the detail added-value information screen to trigger an 
operation to be performed on the selected content." ([01 13], [0135]-[0136], [0164]- 
[0165], Figs. 3, 12, 25, 31). Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to apply the technique of allowing a user to select an attribute and search and 
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display a list of content associated with the selected attribute as taught by Ellis, to 
improve the television monitoring system of Herrington for the predictable result of 
allowing users to gather additional information, such as program listings, regarding 
specific genres without having to search through all the programs. 

Regarding claims 38, 40, claims 38, 40 are interpreted and thus rejected for the 
reasons set forth above in the rejection of claims 28, 30, respectively. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALEXANDER Q. HUERTA whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3582. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(Alternate Fridays Off) 
7:30-5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

ALEXANDER QHUERTA 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2427 

September 9, 2011 
/Scott Beliveau/ 
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